On examination there were multiple small vasculitic nailfold lesions and multiple ulcers on the extensor aspect of her elbows and forearms (fig 1) and on her knees. There was also frank gangrene of the distal third of her thumbs ( fig  2) . There was cyanotic discolouration of her left middle finger and blunting of sensation in a glove and stocking distribution. There was no motor weakness. Her arthritis was widespread, but only moderately active.
Case report A 59 year old woman who had had seropositive rheumatoid arthritis for 30 years was admitted to the Northern General Hospital, Edinburgh with gangrene of the distal third of both thumbs. She also had paraesthesia and numbness in her hands and feet, which had developed three months previously. This had been preceded by marked vasospasm An acute monarticular arthritis caused by herpes simplex virus and cytomegalovirus has been described'0 but, as far as we are aware, the association of cytomegalovirus with immune complexes and vasculitis in rheumatoid arthritis has not been reported previously. 
